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Participants
• 4-5 year olds, n = 16
• 6-9 year olds, n = 73
• 10-14 year olds, n = 32
• Recruited from Summer Scientist Week
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•

Latent inhibition refers to the slower learning of a cue-outcome
relationship following repeated presentation of that cue without
an outcome.
Previous studies found that younger children demonstrate latent
inhibition but older children do not (Kaniel & Lubow, 1986,
McLaren et al., 2021).
However, this may have been just a floor effect.
This study aims to investigate the relationship between age and
latent inhibition with a task that’s not susceptible to floor effects.
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• Across all age groups, reaction times were overall comparable.
• However, Bayesian paired samples t-test showed a strong effect of latent inhibition in 10-14 y/o (BF10 = 9.10) but
a weak effect in 4-5 (BF10 = 1.83) and 6-9 y/o (BF10 = 0.99).
• Bayesian linear regression showed a weak positive relationship between age and latent inhibition (BFincl = 0.70).

DISCUSSION
•
•
•

Findings showed a strong latent inhibition effect in older children and a weaker effect in younger children.
The Bayesian values in the analyses suggested that more participants was needed particularly among the
younger children groups.
Future study will be to recruit more participants to balance the current sample.
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