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1. Introduction

2. Method

Case of a Pure Coordination Game: New York Problem. Where
and when would you meet with a stranger in NYC? Have in mind
that (1) the stranger is trying to do the same as you and (2) there
is no way of exchanging information.
Alignment of Intuitions: the structure of intuitions over
knowledge that is (or can reasonably be assumed to be) held in
common among people.
Research Questions:
1. Do children and adults solve pure coordination games relying
on their general knowledge and experience?
2. Do children and adults solve these problems in the same way,
based on the same intuitions?

4. Results

3. Stimuli
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Participants. 25 5-year-olds, 30 7-year-olds, and 25 adults
took part in this study.
Stimuli. Two new verbal and two visual alignment tasks.
Procedure. Each child was tested face-to-face by an
experimenter who used a parrot puppet. Both had a
booklet in front of them without seeing their responses.
Adults were recruited via Cloud Research and completed
all the tasks on Qualtrics.
Proportion scores. A participant’s score for a given
response was defined as the proportion of other
participants giving the same response. High alignment
was achieved by participants whose responses were most
similar to the rest of the sample. See section Stimuli for
further details.
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5. Conclusions
1. All groups showed above-chance levels of intuitive alignment on all
tasks, and adults showed higher levels of alignment than children.
2. Analysis the patterns of intuitive judgments revealed both similarities
and differences between children and adults.
3. We successfully devised the first way of quantifying and comparing
alignment in pure coordination games.

6. References
*Metha, J., Starmer, C., & Sugden, R. (1994a). The Nature of Salience: An experimental
Investigation of Pure Coordination Games. The American Economic Review, 84(3), 658-673.
*Schelling, T. (1960). The Strategy of Conflict. Harvard University Press.
*The Daniel Perez-Zapata’s work was funded by an ANID PhD Scholarship awarded by the
Government of Chile, Scholarship ID number: 72190007.

